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Haiti 
It just takes one human face to bring it all home.  A fr iend and colleague, Clint Rabb, died as a result of injuries suf-
fered in the earthquake.  He was a United Methodist pastor and a member of the Southwest Texas Annual Confer-
ence.  In recent years, Clint has worked with  the General Board of Global Ministries coordinating efforts i n our Vol-
unteers in Mission.  He had just checked into a hotel in Port-au-Prince when the earthquake struck.  Clint was there 
with some other UM pastors on mission-related business.   
 
At first there was no word.  Then, a day or so later, w ord came that the Methodist pastors had been found ali ve.  
Clint was injured, and the others were OK.  We all bre athed a huge sigh of relief.  Then on Sunday I learned that 
Clint had been flown to Ft. Lauderdale where he died as a result of infection that had set in.   
 
This is a horrible natural disaster.  It was embarrassing to hear broadcaster Pat Robertson suggest that the earth- 
quake which has left 200,000 dead, happened because of a curse the Haitians brought on themselves 200 years 
ago for making  a pact with the devil.   Any follower of Jesus knows that our God of Love is not in the business curs-
ing people.  The earthquake was a natural, not superna tural, disaster.  The responsibility of Christian peopl e and all 
people of compassion is now to help the people of Ha iti. 
 
It was also unfortunate that Rush Limbaugh would cautio n people about making donations because of the corrup -
tion of those administering the funds.  Irresponsible comments like that just fan flames that don’t need to be fanned 
in times of great disaster.   
 
In the meantime, people who care, nations who care, ar e responding with great compassion and generosity. Sa llie 
and I are making our contribution to the United Methodis t Committee on Relief (UMCOR), whose top executive, 
Rev. Sam Dixon, also died.  It has been called “the Methodist Red Cross.”  Funds are administered 100% to the 
cause.  UMCOR’s reputation for assisting those in need is outstanding.  The agency’s integrity is above repro ach.  If 
you would like to make a donation to be administere d through UMCOR, just make your check pay-
able to NHUMC and memo it “Haiti” or “UMCOR.”    
 
While some offer controversial commentary,  quiet peop le of faith – people like Clint Rabb, described by his former 
bishop as “a tough and fearless advocate for the least and most vulnerable of God’s children” –  respond to calami-
ties like this with compassion and generosity.  The latter are the ones who make this world a better place, who 
preach good news to the poor, who bind up wounds and  heal the brokenhearted, in the spirit and name of the 
One who loves every living creature, and whose heart breaks when His people suffer. 
 
Let’s do what we can to help. 
 
 
 
Milton Lewis 
Senior Pastor 

February Staff Birthdays 
Worship Leader Michelle Vernone’s birthday is February 26, and Ex-
ecutive Administrator Dudley Harral’s is February 29. (Oops, sorry 
Dudley, you don’t get a birthday this year!)  
Michelle leads the 9:45 contemporary worship service  and the 11:00 
traditional service choir. She came on staff back in the 1990s as a 
part-time Night Song worship leader. She became full-ti me in May 
2003. Dudley is a long-time member of the church, who  adminis-
tered our church relocation in 1999-2002. In 2002, Du dley was hired 
as our full-time Administrator. He is responsible for  finances, prop-
erty, and staff supervision. Happy Birthday! 
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We left Jan 12 for a trip to Rio Bravo, Mexico, to deliver Christmas gifts to the deaf children at the 
school there. We were so excited to be delivering two tr uckloads of donations for the children. God 
bless you all from Northern Hills for the comforters a nd socks. We are thankful for NLDF for all the 
donations we have received. We would like to encourag e people to think about going on our mis-
sion trip with us this summer, June 12-19. We need t o start planning now. So anyone interested, 
please let us know. (You don’t have to know sign langu age to touch the lives of the children.)  
Contact us at Debbie@deafchurchsa.com (Warning: If you go, you will fall in love with the kids!) 
 

Debbie Carpenter 

Ash Wednesday 
Lent begins Wednesday, February 17. We will mark the beginning of 
this 40-day journey to the cross with two Ash Wednesda y services to 
include the imposition of ashes as a sign of repentance and our iden-
tity with Christ. The 7 a.m. service in the sanctuary and will last about 
30 minutes to allow people time to get to work. The even ing service is 
at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary. �
Sanctuary Consecration March 14 
The new sanctuary will be officially consecrated on Sunday, March 14, 
at each traditional service. Bishop Jim Dorff will be present at the 
11:00 a.m. service to preach and lead in the consecration of our new 
place of worship. 
Super Bowl Challenge February 7 
Once again, we have received an anonymous Super Bowl challenge. 
For every person who wears their favorite team’s logo , jacket, t-shirt, 
jersey, or sweatshirt, a can of soup will be donated  to our food pantry. 
So, here is your permission, church, to wear your co lors on Super 
Bowl Sunday. Yes, even to the sanctuary services! 
The “Numbers Man” 
Do you feel the excitement in God’s house?  NHUMC is reaching more 
people everyday! How do I know? I keep the numbers! 
Compared to previous year in January 
Over 100 more in worship on Sunday 
Over 300 more in Bible Study or small groups 
Our confirmation class has 22 in attendance 
Children’s SS attendance increased by 500  
Over 1200 more served through the food pantry ‘08 to  ‘09 
Deaf church started a second worship service at Wesley Community 
Center 
 

I start my job every day asking God to reach more peop le. God is truly 
blessing this congregation. Come and add to the excit ement!  
Dudley Harral 

News in Brief 
February  

  5 UMW Bunco Night 6:30 p.m. 
 Living Water Prayer Service 7:00 p.m. 
  6 Job and Life Connections 9:00 a.m. 
16  UMM Pancake Supper 5-8 p.m. 
17  Ash Wednesday Services 7 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
18  D-Now10 Check-in and Kickoff 
19-21  D-Now10 Youth weekend 
21  Ministry Fair Sunday Morning 
22  Emmaus Gathering 6:30 p.m. 
26  Night time crafters 6:00-11:30 p.m. 
28  Ministry Fair Sunday Morning 

 

Coming in March  
Day School Open Registration 

Fiesta Fellowship Dinner 
Daylight Savings Time 

NEISD Spring Break 
New Life Emmaus Gathering 

Blood Mobile 
Children’s Ministry Easter Celebration 
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Welcome December New Members 
Kelly Jan 

Raven Trevino 
Janean Fallon 

 
Baptism  

Kaylin Rose Rafferty 



Prayer request 
Our 2010 Confirmation Class is underway. We have 22 
young people enrolled. The class will run for 16 we eks. 
They will be received into membership the third Sunda y 
of May. Pray for our young people as they take this next 
important step in their journey of faith.  
 

Fiesta Fellowship Dinner 
Mark your calendars for Sunday Night March 7.   
 

The Left Behind But Not Alone Group  
The Left Behind But Not Alone Group, a group for widow s 
and widowers, will have their February luncheon at C asa-
rita Mexican restaurant at 2895 Thousand Oaks (corner of 
Thousand Oaks and Jones Maltsberger) We will meet at 
11:15 a.m. on February 20. Bring a guest if you like. You 
may RSVP to Maxine at 967-0294. 
 

Help Needed  
D-Now is the largest event in Youth Ministry and this yea r 
we are the Host Church. That means 200+ energetic 
youth and adults leaders in “Our House” February 19 and 
20 evenings. Youth ministry will be looking for Host 
Homes, Drivers, Prayer Partners, Kitchen crew (we feed 
them Saturday dinner), traffic control, building check,  and 
much, much more. Sign up sheets are in the hospitality 
area and the Sunday School attendance books. There is 
more information in John’s article on the youth page. 
 

United Methodist Men 
Let UMM do the cooking!  Mark your calendars. Our an-
nual Pancake Supper is Tuesday night February 16 from 
5:30-7:30 p.m.  The men of UMM are primed and ready . 
Bring your family and friends and enjoy pancakes and 
sausage piled high.  Check the upcoming weekly bulle tins 
for additional information.  For more information abou t 
United Methodist Men, contact Monty Latiolais @ 210-
402-3905 or online at mlatiolais@satx.rr.com. 

Invest in Your Relationship 
 When thinking about Valentine’s Day, one conjures up  visions of hearts, chocolates, and cupids. While this is 
a great holiday to celebrate your love for one another  and remember why you fell in love, it is only one d ay out of 
the 365 other ordinary days in the year. Why not renew  your love for one another on a regular basis? Research 
shows that couples that have regular dates, or “quality time” together, describe feeling more connected than those 
who do not. When couples report “feeling connected” to  each other, levels of anger and unresolved issues tend to 
be less, while levels of respect and trust are higher. 
 So the next time you say “we don’t have the time or mone y”, think of your time together as an investment. 
Saving time for your spouse is like a savings account for when times are tough. With divorce rates reported between 
45-65%, the alternative is MUCH more expensive! 

Northeast Counseling Ministry  
Annie Viers, MA, LPC, LMFT 210-490-4419     Celeste Inman, M.Ed, LPC, RPT 

15110 Jones Maltsberger Rd. #102 

Did You Know… 
�� Malaria kills over one million people worldwide 

each year 
�� Of these 1 million who die, over 90% are children in  

Africa 
�� Every 30 seconds a child in Africa dies of malaria… 
 every 30 seconds  
�� Malaria is preventable, treatable, and curable. 
�� $10 is all it takes to save one life from the ravages of 

malaria. 
 

Northern Hills Church has the opportunity to change 
these statistics and help 
eliminate deaths from 
malaria. 
 

Through Imagine No 
Malaria , we can literally save thousands of lives by rais-
ing awareness and raising funds. This is a significant 
missional effort in the Wesleyan tradition of doing all  
the good we can, to  
all the people we can, in all the places we can. 
 

Building upon the success of the Nothing But Nets pro-
gram, Imagine No Malaria is the United Methodist 
Church-wide comprehensive effort to overcome malaria  
in Africa by 2015. Northern Hills is among a select 
group of congregations being asked to lead the way in 
this movement. In the weeks and months ahead, you 
will have opportunities to learn about malaria and the 
many ways that we can be a part of the solution. For 
more information, contact Debby Boggs at 685-1253 or 
dyboggs@satx.rr.com 
 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry served a total of 3536 people in 2009, 
which represents 928 families. We appreciate every-
one's help and donations. 

Dear church family, 
Thank you so much for the cards, thought & prayers you  have made on my behalf re-
garding my Mom’s death.  It’s wonderful to be part of s uch a loving group of Chris-
tians. 
 

Sincerely, 
Joy Algate 



New Website www.r-u-in.info Register for News online 
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Be prepared to visit the ministry that God may be calling  you to join. 

Two Sundays in January have already happened and two Sundays in February (21 and 28) will continue with 
NHC Ministries available for you to visit/inquire/vol unteer or just learn more about what is happening at thi s 
Busy Church! Watch for the lists of Ministries for each Sunday in the Worship Bulletins and the "On Screen" An-
nouncements. God is seeking ALL who will become involved for a Blessing and a Service! 

 
 

If I had a beautiful voice like Sue White I would sing, "You Ought To Be In Pictures".  
 

We have just started announcing the pictorial directory program. Our goal is to have 500 of our church fami lies 
in the church directory. This may seem like an impossible goal, but we can do it. How do we do it you ask? 

We start with YOUR FAMILY.  
 

Would each of you please go online today or tomorrow  and schedule your family to have their family portra it 
taken. Go to nhumc.org and click on the pictorial directory link. Please encourage one another to schedule your 
photography appointment in the next day or two. 

With your help this is going to be a GREAT pictorial directory. 
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